Complaints.-(1) Loss of power in the left arm for two months. (2) Loss of power in the right hand for fifteen years. (3) Shaking of the head for twenty years.
History of Present Illness.-Two months before, acute pain appeared in the left shoulder, shooting from there at times into the left hand. This persisted for ten days, and then, during one night, the left arm became powerless. One week later extreme wasting was evident. Severe attacks of pain had appeared in the left supra-orbital and occipital regions for five years up to one year before. The right hand has been of little use for fine work for fifteen years. Shaking of the head had been present for twenty years, worse during the past ten years. There was some nocturnal frequency of micturition.
Previous History.-Typhoid fever followed by a relapse between 20 and 25.
Dysentery and cholera at 26. Venereal disease at 27. The right hand was injured in machinery at 26 and was not quite so useful afterwards. Valvular disease of the heart at 46. Family History.-Married twenty-five years; no children. One aunt, now over 80, has been " shaky " for many years. A brother, now aged 40, is developing shakiness " rapidly.
Condition on Examination.-Cranial nerves normal. Sensation normal. Upper limbs: in the right arm, wasting of interossei, of thenar and hypothenar eminences, and of the muscles in the front of fore-arm. The muscle tone is decreased in these muscles adduction of fingers and flexion and extension of wrist are poor. Supinatorjerk absent; biceps-and triceps-jerks present. In left arm, wasting of all the muscles of limb. Muscle tone throughout much diminished Fingers are partly flexed, and, when not supported, the limb hangs helpless at the side. Movements of the fingers, hand, wrist, supination of the fore-arm, flexion of the elbow and abduction at the shoulder are almost impossible; all other movements much decreased. Supinator-, bicepsand triceps-jerks absent. Lower limbs normal. Abdominal reflexes present. Gait normal. Spontaneous movements: slight shaking and nodding movements of the head and neck, especially on effort; sometimes the movements involve the right arm. Coordination is normal in right arm and legs.
Digestive system: some carious teeth in the lower jaw. Heart: apex beat in sixth intercostal space in anterior axillary line; impulse weak; at apex, first sound of poor quality, with slight presystolic roughening; in aortic area and to left of sternum, soft systolic and diastolic murmurs. Pulse collapsing. Blood-pressure: systolic 165, diastolic 75. Vasomotor system: left arm and fore-arm blue, cold and puffy. Other systems normal. Urine normal.
Electrical reactions : in right arm, with strong current, faradic response is present and galvanic brisk. In left arm, faradic response is present with a strong current excepting in intrinsic muscles of hand. The responses to galvanism are sluggish in all muscles.
Cerebro-spinal fluid: one cell per c.mm.; protein and globulin normal; Wassermann reaction negative; Lange test negative. Blood: Wassermann reaction negative. Skiagram of neck: negative.
Note.-Motor power in the left arm has improved, especially abduction of the shoulder, extension of fore-arm, flexion, abduction and adduction of the fingers and flexion and extension of the wrist. The voluntary movements of the left side of the face are now less active than the right, the left pupil is smaller than the right and the left plantar reflex is extensor. In addition, there are two fusiform swellings of the left ulnar nerve immediately above the internal condyle of the humerus.
